
Speech Therapy
Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt so that you may know how to answer 
everyone.  Colossians 4:6

Does anybody know where July went? My first month at Parkway Heights has been fast and frenetic, but 
I’ve enjoyed every minute of it! 

Thank you for sharing your stories of why you love Parkway Heights. I’ve been inspired by what you’ve 
said about life at Parkway Heights. We have a remarkable legacy and serve an awesome Savior who longs 
to be the Pioneer and Perfecter of our faith journey.  

I’ve been praying and thinking lately about self-talk. In a new setting (for me) I am trying to pay attention to what I’m telling myself. 
Each of us has about 70,000 thoughts each day. Embedded in those thoughts are messages that form us. It matters what you are 
telling yourself. What am I trying to tell myself? How am I monitoring my own self-talk? Each morning, I take a few minutes in prayer 
and re-commit my life to four “B’s.” My “B’s” change over time. But right now, this is what I’m trying to keep in my inner recording loop: 

Be Spiritual
You are serving a church. You are not serving a business or a social club. You cannot accomplish anything if you don’t stay 
connected to God. Remember that you are a branch, not the Vine. Continue to allow Jesus to work through your life. This is not all 
on you, so don’t be “result-anxious.” Be faithful and do all you can. Do your best for Christ’s church and for God. Let God take it from 
there. (See John 14:27)

Be Joyful
Remember that whatever challenges you are facing today, life is a gift! Jesus doesn’t want you to simply “exist”; He came that you 
might have life and have it abundantly! Quit trying to be clever and instead live in childlike wonder! Do it all today with joy. And 
share that joy with others today in big and small ways.  (See Romans 15:3)

Be Humble
Humility is not walking around thinking you are a worm. Humility is about learning to see yourself in every person you meet. You are 
no better and no worse than anybody else. Listen as often as you speak. Give up on the notion that you have to prove yourself. It’s a 
waste of time and energy. You’ve been justified by the grace of God, so you no longer need to justify yourself. Just be yourself. Since 
you are not God, you’ll make mistakes today. It’s alright to laugh at yourself.  (See James 3:13)

Be Prepared
Keep carving out times each day to pray and prepare. Begin your day with God. If there’s much to do today, then get still. Put in the 
work beforehand so that you can be your best.  (See Hosea 10:12)

And what about “church self-talk”? How are we sharing the Parkway Heights story? Stories shared from the lectern, in the Atrium, 
in the office and at home matter greatly. Words matter greatly. Let’s concentrate on what God is doing and what we can achieve 
together with God. Let’s actively recall and seek where God is at work. Let’s start with abundance and gratitude in our speech.

Do we have challenges? Yes! Do we need to look into areas to improve? Of course. And we will work hard to change what we need 
to change to be more faithful to our mission of inviting, connecting, equipping and sending people in Christ’s name. But let’s lay 
down the foundation of faith. Let’s begin with a posture of hope. Thanks be to God; we have a lot to celebrate and hope for at 
Parkway Heights.  

So what is your self-talk like these days? And what are we telling ourselves at Parkway Heights? It matters. Thoughts lead to speech. 
Speech leads to action. Action leads to habits. Habits lead to character. Character leads to destiny. Choose your words wisely.   

See you Sunday!
Bruce
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fyi
Welcome Gatherings for the Case Family
You’re invited to get to know our new pastor, Bruce Case, and his family at one of several wel-
come parties, which are being held over the next couple months. View the list of party dates 
and locations and sign up to attend by logging on to myParkwayHeights at parkwayheights.
ccbchurch.com. You can also sign up in Sunday’s bulletin or on the board in the Atrium.

2nd Chance MS - August 23
Make plans to join us on 
Wednesday, Aug. 23 at 6:30 
p.m. for a special presenta-
tion of 2nd Chance MS. 2nd 
Chance MS was founded 
by former attorney Dickie 
Scruggs and is led by Dick-
ie’s son, Zach Scruggs. 2nd 
Chance MS is a non-profit 
collaborative effort with 
Mississippi’s community col-
leges that raises awareness and funds for GED and adult 
education and work skills training in Mississippi.

Dickie Scruggs is best known as the architect of the litiga-
tion that resulted in a multi-billion dollar tobacco settle-
ment. He and Zach are also known for going to federal 
prison in a judicial bribery scandal. In prison, they both 
taught GED classes to other inmates. That experience led 
them to establish 2nd Chance MS upon their release. 

Dickie and Zach will join us in Founders Hall on the 23rd 
for an enlightening presentation about how their time 
in prison inspired them to champion this effort. They will 
also be a part of the program at The Open Door on Thurs-
day, Aug. 24 at 6:30 p.m. 

This event is open to everyone in the community, and we 
encourage you to invite others to attend. 

Zach and Dickie Scruggs

Upcoming Worship Series
Discipleship isn’t about “doing the right thing” out of a 
sense of duty or obligation. It is about loving the Lord our 
God and loving our neighbor. If we get those things right, 
then all the activity of day-to-day life will follow.

Starting Aug.6, Bruce and Susan will lead us through our 
next worship series: The Means of Grace: Walking with Je-
sus. During this series, we’ll discuss faith habits that work 
together to mold us into 
mature Christians—mature 
disciples. These faith habits 
are called “means of grace.” 

Invite a friend to join you 
on Sunday for this inspiring 
worship series!

Wesley Foundation’s SPLASH Weekend
On Saturday, Aug. 12, Parkway Heights is helping the 
USM Wesley Foundation with its SPLASH Weekend to 
welcome new and returning students. Lunch will be 
served at noon, and we will provide burgers, chips, des-
serts and drinks. Here are some ways you can help:

• One person is needed to transport the trailer with 
the grill from Heritage UMC to Lake Serene on Satur-
day morning around 9:30 a.m.

• Two people are needed to set up the grill and grill 
burgers.

• At least three people are needed to help with serv-
ing, hospitality and hanging out with students, as 
well as cleaning up.

This is a great opportunity to bless the students and lead-
ers at the USM Wesley Foundation. Contact Susan Eaton 
at susaneaton@parkwayheights.org to help.

Fellowship Day at the Rock
Southern Miss is offering $10 tickets 
for church groups to attend the Sept. 
9 game against Southern University. If 
you’d like to join our group, email Susan 
Perry at susanperry210@gmail.com. 



Becoming a Stephen Minister

fyi

In the Book of Matthew, Jesus 
instructs the disciples to “let the little 
children come to me.” Just as Jesus 
loved little ones, so do our Preschool 
and Children’s Sunday School teachers 
at Parkway Heights. Two of those 
special teachers are Debbie Bernardo 
and Pat Mauritz.

Debbie and Pat got to know each 
other in the Nell Grissom UMW Circle, 
and they knew they’d make a good 
fit to team teach. Since then, they 
have taught Preschool Sunday School 
together to our four year olds for a 
total of six years. 

Debbie and Pat have taught groups 
of different ages over their 25+ years 
at Parkway Heights. In addition to 
the four year olds, Pat has taught fifth 

grade, as well as Youth Bible studies 
and other groups.

“It is a great opportunity to share 
life lessons,” Pat said. “I love getting 
to know each child and his or her 

Sunday School Teacher Spotlight: Debbie Bernardo & Pat Mauritz

Pat Mauritz and Debbie Bernardo walk with the 
children in their 4-year-old Sunday School class.

individual personalities.” 

Pat’s favorite part of working with 
the preschoolers is watching them 
grow over the course of the year. She 
added, “they are creative and soak up 
our lessons like little sponges.”

Debbie and Pat put forth a lot of time 
and effort into preparations for their 
class—about three to five hours each 
week! And their extra efforts don’t go 
unnoticed.

“Debbie and Pat go above and 
beyond the expectations for Sunday 
School teachers,” said Children’s 
Ministry Director Lesley Ellison. 
“I appreciate their passion and 
thoughtful preparation in leading our 
little ones.”

We all go through tough times in life—times that 
are turbulent and unsettling. In the midst of these 
challenging seasons, it can be extremely help-
ful to have someone come alongside us to give 
understanding and encouragement—to provide 
stability, hope and Biblical principles to 
help us through the storm. This is what 
a Stephen Minister is able to provide: a 
listening ear, a supportive perspective 
and God’s Word to help us through the 
challenges of life. 

Who are Stephen Ministers? Stephen 
Ministers are compassionate individu-
als who are trained to come alongside 
us when we encounter loss, grief, rela-
tionship challenges, unemployment, a 
spiritual crisis and a myriad things that can throw 
our lives into a tailspin. All communication with a 
Stephen Minister is confidential.

How does a person become a Stephen Minister? 

Training is provided to become a Stephen Minister. 
Through 50 hours of training, a Stephen Minister 
receives practical, hands-on learning and resourc-
es to provide Christ-centered care and meet the 

emotional and spiritual needs of others. 
Stephen Ministers will always be helped 
and supported in their ministry by our 
team of Stephen Leaders, who will help 
the volunteers grow as they help others. 
Being a Stephen Minister may be one of 
the most rewarding opportunities you 
will ever embrace.

There will be two opportunities on 
Wednesday, Aug. 2 for you to learn 
more about how you can be involved in 

Stephen Ministry. We’ll meet in Room 306A from 
12-1 p.m. and again from 5:30-6:30 p.m. Feel free 
to bring your lunch or dinner to eat during those 
times. Attending this information session is not a 
commitment; it’s just an opportunity for you to get 
more information and ask questions. 



studies & groups

Fall Studies & Other Small Groups
WEDNESDAY NIGHT GROUPS 
Wednesday night groups begin Sept. 6 at 6 p.m. (following W@P meal).

All Things New - A Study in 2 Corinthians by Kelly Minter
Led by Susan Eaton
Each of us has a message to proclaim and live by: because of Jesus, the 
old has gone; the new has come! During this study, we’ll walk through 
the letter of 2 Corinthians and explore the truths of bearing treasures in 
jars of clay, meeting Christ through a pressing thorn, opening wide your 
heart in the midst of hurtful relationships and what it means to em-
brace the lost and lonely as ministers of the new covenant.

Conscious Discipline for Parents - Led by Pam Mottley
In our fast-paced and complex world, parenting and guiding our 
young children toward self-discipline can often feel overwhelming and 
chaotic. Feelings of frustration and failure often prevail over the sense 
of connection and positive relationship we desire with our children. 
Conscious Discipline is a proven and comprehensive approach that can 
improve both your life and the lives of your children. It can empower 
you with the self-awareness, brain development knowledge and usable 
skills necessary to create a safe, connected, problem-solving home.

Creative HeARTS - Projects that Make a Difference (for adults and 
girls 4th grade and up) Led by Laurie Stetelman
We’re broadening the scope of our 100 Dresses ministry to include 
other forms of creative arts that will serve others in our community and 
world. This fall, you’ll enjoy participating in creative projects like pottery 
(making bowls for the Empty Bowls mission project), beading (can be 
sold to raise funds for missions) and sewing dresses for girls across the 
globe.

The Gospel of John - Led by Bruce Case 
The Gospel of John is the most deeply spiritual of the four gospels. It 
includes some of the loftiest and most loved verses in the Bible: “And 
the Word become flesh...”, For God so loved the world...”, ‘I am the res-
urrection and the life.” It is filled with rich images and profound truths, 
but John notes that his aim is that his readers will not only believe in 
Jesus Christ but that they “may have life in His name.”  This study will use 
resources from authors such as Ben Witherington and Adam Hamilton.

Sanctuary Choir Ministry - Led by Greg Fuller 
The choir welcomes you to serve with them in sharing the gift of music 
and facilitating a worshipful experience on Sunday mornings and 

continued on next page

Variety Show Is Back to 
Kick Off W@P
Join us Wednesday, Aug. 30 at 5:15 
p.m. as we kick off Wednesdays 
@ Parkway with the return of the 
Parkway Heights Variety Show!

You can sign up to be a part of this 
fun night by emailing Susan Eaton 
at susaneaton@parkwayheights.org. 
Whether it’s music, dancing, your 
favorite jokes, etc., we need you to 
share your talent with us! You’ll also 
get a chance that night to see the 
Parkway Heights staff provide some 
entertainment!

Bring your 
family and 
help us 
celebrate the 
return of W@P 
on Aug. 30.

W@P Returns for Fall 
As fall approaches, we are preparing 
for new, informative studies to enrich 
your faith. There are also several non-
study groups available. With youth 
and children’s activities also going 
on, there’s something for everyone 
on Wednesday nights! Listed in this 
newsletter are all of the studies and 
small groups scheduled so far. The 
new studies will begin on Wednesday, 
Sept. 6 at 6 p.m., following the W@P 
meal, which begins at 5:15 p.m.

Please remember to make meal 
reservations for your family by the 
Monday prior to each W@P. The 
W@P catered meals cost $5 for 
adults and $3 for children, with a 
family maximum cost of $15. A pizza 
option is available for $3. And college 
students still eat free!



at other special services. The choir provides a supportive environment for members, cultivates mentoring rela-
tionships with student singers and remains supportive of other ministries at Parkway Heights. If you are looking 
for a great place to belong, consider becoming a part of the Choir Ministry.

Stephen Ministry Training - Led by Julie Collins (Pre-registration with Julie is required by Sept. 1)
Stephen Ministers are laypeople who help others in the congregation who are facing difficult times, such as 
grief, relationship challenges, unemployment or other crises. Fifty hours total of required training will be held on 
Wednesday nights until Dec. 13. During the training, you will receive practical, hands-on learning and resources 
to provide Christ-centered care and meet the emotional and spiritual needs of others.

Yoga Class - Led by Karen McCall 
The word “yoga” comes from the Sanskirt root “yuj,” which means to join or to yoke. Scripture says in Matthew 
11:29-30: “take my yoke upon you and learn from Me...for My yoke is easy, and My burden is light.” Ancient 
and modern yogis believe in the union of the body, mind and spirit. They believe the breath joins these three 
aspects of a human. There are many more things that yoga and Christianity have in common, and we will look 
at these during this class this fall! We’ll read articles, learn breath work and practice postures as a method for 
deepening our connection to God.

OTHER GROUPS

Illuman Men’s Ministry - Quarterly meetings - Led by Wes Arrington, John Burks and Brian Ford
Illuman is a global organization committed to supporting men who are seeking to deepen their spiritual lives.
Illuman offers support and opportunities for men that they otherwise may not have. The organization is non- 
denominational and is open to all men in the community. For more information, visit facebook.com/msilluman.
Stay tuned for other exciting new Men’s Ministry events coming soon!

Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study - The Patriarchs by Beth Moore
Mondays at 9 a.m. (beginning Monday, Sept. 11) in Youth Chapel - Led by Susan Eaton
In this study of Genesis 12-50, participants will explore concepts such as blessing, covenant and promise and 
the bearing each has on a New Testament believer’s life today. Group members will also study the Hebrew 
names of God introduced on the early pages of Scripture. Throughout 10 weeks of exciting, engaging intrigue, 
you will plunge into the heart of Genesis, to God’s remarkable pursuit of relationship and to the unfolding of His 
earthly plan: that through one nation—and ultimately, one man—all people on earth will be blessed.

Prayer Shawl Ministry - Mondays at 1 p.m. in the Atrium - Led by Tina Arrington
Knit or crochet a prayer shawl or lap robe for those who are experiencing difficult times and circumstances. 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry has been a blessing in the lives of so many. You are invited to come be a part of this 
special ministry. All skill levels and both men and women are welcome to participate!

Rebuilding When a Relationship Ends - Next session begins in October - Facilitated by Lou Ann Morris
Rebuilding When a Relationship Ends is a highly regarded program used to minister to hurting individuals. The 
nine-week workshop is based on the belief that if given information, guidance and emotional support, healthy 
people can adjust to the ending of a relationship through separation, divorce or death and experience personal 
growth.

United Methodist Women - June Pegues, president
The United Methodist Women is a community of women whose purpose is to know God and experience 
freedom through Jesus Christ; develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and participate in the missions of the 
church. UMW has three circles that meet: Mollie Vickery Circle, Sally Bevill Circle and Outreach Circle.



outreach
Woodley Elementary 
School Partnership
Through our Woodley-Parkway 
Heights Partnership, we will support 
the school this fall in several ways. We 
will host an appreciation breakfast for 
the faculty and staff on Thursday, Aug. 
3 before school begins on Aug. 4. 

In October we will host Trunk or Treat 
in the school’s parking lot, and at 
Christmas we will have our adopt-
a-family program for Sunday School 
classes and individuals. We’ll also offer 
support for the fall reading fair.
 
Check out our partnership’s Facebook 
page (Woodley-Parkway Heights 
Partnership) or contact Wes Arrington 
at 601.544.7873 or wesarrington@
parkwayheights.org to get involved!

As the new school year is beginning, 
we are also collecting a few items that 
are most needed by the students.

Woodley Supply Needs:
Wide-ruled notebook paper

3-prong folders (red, yellow, green, 
black and purple)

No. 2 pencils
Hand sanitizer
Clorox wipes

Kleenex

Please bring your donations to the 
Atrium. Thank you!

MissionFest Set for Aug. 16 

Parkway Heights will hold its annual MissionFest on Wednesday, Aug. 16 at 5:15 
p.m. Each year during this fun event, we get to hear about our summer outreach 
efforts and the experiences of each of our mission teams.

At MissionFest, we will have dinner and celebrate how God is working through 
Parkway Heights from Hattiesburg to Honduras! We will also honor our Navajo 
mission team, who served the people of the Navajo reservation in the Four 
Corners area for about 20 years.

In place of paying for your meal that night, we are once again asking everyone 
to please bring donations for Supply the Art, which provides art supplies to area 
schools. Suggested items include crayons, markers, watercolor paints, drawing 
paper, paintbrushes, glue sticks, etc.

Fall Blood Drive - Aug. 13
Parkway Heights' semi-annual blood 
drive is coming up on Sunday, Aug. 
13. We need you to be a "hero" 
and donate! To register for an 
appointment, visit bloodhero.com 
and search for our drive. Use PHUMC 
as the code and Aug. 13 as the date. 
For more information or to volunteer 
to help with the blood drive, contact 
Wes Arrington at wesarrington@
parkwayheights.org or 601.544.7873.

August Communion Offering

The communion offering collected on Sunday, Aug. 6 will be directed 
toward missionary support. Your offerings provide aid for designated 

local missions such as Edwards Street Fellowship Center, Fieldhouse for 
the Homeless, Breadbasket and the Woodley Elementary School and 
Hattiesburg High School partnerships. Thank you for your generosity!

Asbury Hospice House 
Volunteers Needed
Asbury Hospice House, which 
opened in November 2016, is a 12-
bed facility for patients who need 
around the clock medical assistance 
and are having difficulty controlling 
their symptoms at home. Asbury 
House is fully staffed with RNs, nurse 
aides, etc. However, volunteers are 
needed to help file charts, answer 
phones, greet family members, assist 
visitors and also show companionship 
to Asbury’s patients. If you would 
like to become a hospice volunteer 
for Asbury Hospice House, please 
contact Jennifer Keyes, volunteer 
coordinator, at 601.288.2531 or 
jkeyes@forrestgeneral.com.



older adults

July’s Wesley Club 
Gathering

Wesley Club members enjoyed a 
potluck lunch and fellowship time 
at the Wesley Club gathering on 

July 20. They were also treated to a 
reading by Evelyn Wiseman. If you 

missed the fun, be sure to join us at 
our August meeting!

August Wesley Club 
Meeting
On Thursday, Aug. 17, Wesley Club 
will hear about our Hattiesburg High 
School partnership. Wes Ingram, 
along with leadership from HHS, will 
update us about where we are, as 

well as where we 
are going in the 

new partnership. 
Exciting things 
are happening 

with HHS!

Wesley Club meets on the third 
Thursday of each month from 
11:45 a.m. until 1 p.m. in Founders 
Hall. Everyone over the age of 55 is 
welcome! If you have never been 
contacted by a Wesley Club caller and 
are interested in attending, please call 
the Church Office at 601.544.7873 
to make a reservation. Lunch is 
$7/person. If you have any other 
questions about Wesley Club, please 
contact Club President Helen Moss or 
staff member Julie Collins.

TIME FOR SENIOR ADULT VBS! 
REGISTER NOW for our third annual Senior Adult Vacation Bible School! 

Living the Greatest Commandment: Learning to Live Loved 
Rev. Steve Casteel, guest speaker

Monday, Aug. 21-Wednesday, Aug. 23
10-11:30 a.m.

Parkway Heights Founders Hall

Senior Adult VBS is FREE; however, if you plan to eat lunch, the cost of 
lunch is $10 each day. 

Registration brochures are located in the Atrium, or you can register online 
at parkwayheights.org. Registration deadline is Aug. 13.

This event is once again hosted by Main Street UMC, Parkway Heights UMC 
and Purvis UMC. For more information, contact Julie Collins.

Delia Dabbs, Gary Hess, Luci Hess, Woody 
Hausler and Nancy Hausler at the July 

gathering

Sunday Transportation 

Transportation is provided to Sunday 
School and 11 a.m. worship each 
week for those unable to drive. If 
you need assistance and would like 
someone to pick you up for church 
on Sunday mornings, please call the 
Church Office at 601.544.7873 or 
contact Julie Collins.

We also need volunteer drivers! If you 
would like to serve as a driver on a 
rotating schedule (using your own 
vehicle), please contact Julie Collins 
at 601.544.7873 or juliecollins@
parkwayheights.org. Thank you!

United Singles 

United Singles is a group of individ-
uals who are divorced, widowed and 
unmarried who gather together every 
Thursday at 6 p.m. at the church for 
food and fellowship. The group also 
takes trips and goes to special events 
on the weekends. Everyone is wel-
come and invited! For more informa-
tion about United Singles, contact 
Linda Stepko at lindastepko@aol.com.

On July 22, the United Singles group headed to 
Gulfport to enjoy a meal at Felix’s.



youth
Cultivate Cohort 

Do you want to have a deeper understanding of who God is and your role in his 
Kingdom mission? EVERYONE is invited to an interest meeting during the 
Sunday School hour on Aug. 6 in the Youth Ministry area on the second floor.

Come learn more about a new discipleship journey for ninth graders and up 
(college and adults are invited to participate too)! This is an extension of the 
confirmation journey that our seventh graders go through. We believe that confirmation is not an end, but a beginning of 
a lifelong journey. Cultivate is the part of the confirmation journey that focuses on what it means to be a Kingdom-minded 
person who is working for the Kingdom of God. During this part of the journey, we want to foster, or cultivate, the growth 
of your understanding of the Kingdom of God, God’s Kingdom in the world and how you have a vital role in God’s Kingdom 
mission!

To register or find our more information, visit http://bit.ly/PHcultivate or email wesingram@parkwayheights.org.

August Calendar
August 6 - Youth Leadership Team 
   meeting - 4:30 p.m. in the Landing
August 9 - SN@P adult leader 
   supper - 5:30 p.m. in the Landing
August 13 - Promotion Sunday for 
   Youth Sunday School
August 13 - HHS Partnership 
   meeting - 3 p.m. in upstairs   
   youth area
August 13 - Youth back-to-school 
   event at Canebrake Lake - TBA
August 20 - Confirmation starts
August 20 - Regular SN@P returns 
   - 5:30 p.m.
August 30 - W@P Variety Show

Serving This Summer
SOS

Eleven youth and adults took 
part in Service Over Self (SOS) in 
Memphis for a week in June. Our 

young people shared God’s love by 
repairing roofs for those in need. 

Pictured at right are Sam Manning, 
Lauren Powe and Kathryn Slaughter 

preparing roofing materials.

BASECAMP
Twenty-five youth and adult leaders performed different types of mission 
work all over the Hattiesburg area, including construction, nursing home 
visits, yard work and children’s Bible camps during the annual BaseCamp 
mission in early July.

At left, students take part in worship during BaseCamp. At right, Sarah Grace 
Arrington took a break from doing yard work in Petal to play with a child 
from the community.

HHS PARTNERSHIP MEETING
Anyone interested in learning more

about our partnership with Hattiesburg 
High School is invited to join us for a 

meeting on Sunday, Aug. 13 at 3 p.m.
in the upstairs youth area.



youth
Our youth got 
all dressed up 

for the wedding 
of former Youth 

Intern Hayden 
Chapman to 

Miranda
Adams on

July 8.

Wes Ingram and 
Hayden

Chapman 
posed for a

“selfie” at 
Hayden’s recent 

wedding.

children

Important Fall Dates 
to Remember

• Oct. 7-8 - Confirmation 
Retreat at Timber Creek

• Oct. 29 - Confirmation 
Sunday (both services)

• Nov. 3-5 - Awakening 
event (local retreat with 
Main St. UMC & Heritage 
UMC)

• No SN@P on Aug. 6, 
Sept. 3, Nov. 26, Dec. 24 
& Dec. 31

Our youth kayaked 
the Okatoma River in 
July. During a break, 

Jackson Ford gave 
Hallie Ingram a thrill as 

he threw her into the 
water.

It’s time to move

UPCOMING CHILDREN'S ACTIVITIES

Blessing of the Backpacks
On Sunday, Aug. 6, in both worship 
services, we will celebrate a Blessing of 
the Backpacks. All children are invited to 
bring their empty backpacks to church. 
We will gather our children and teachers 
to ask God's blessing for a good and safe 
year for all.

Sunday School Promotion Sunday
Sunday School Promotion Sunday for our 
children and preschoolers will be Sunday, 
Aug. 13. Prior to this date, parents should 
receive a card in the mail informing them of 
their child's class, room number and teacher. 
Sunday School classes are offered for children 
as young as two years old. All children are 
invited and encouraged to attend!

W@P for Kids
We’re excited about the Wednesday 
night opportunities for our children 

this fall, beginning Sept. 6.

At 5:45 p.m., kindergarteners 
through sixth graders are invited to 

celebrate in song with our Children’s 
Choir. We will be working toward 
a special Christmas performance 

during the Advent season.

Then at 6:15 p.m., the children will 
“escape to Narnia!” Kids are invited 
to listen to weekly readings from 

The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe 
and participate in fun “Narnian” 

activities.

Fourth grade (and older) girls 
may join Creative HeARTS, 

an intergenerational ministry 
expanding on 100 Dresses.



children

“God made you. God is for you. God is always with you. God will always love you. God made you for a reason.
WOW, God!” These were the important lessons we learned at our VBS held in June. A “Shout Out” goes to all of our vol-
unteers who helped make this week fun, engaging and meaningful! Let’s keep our children learning these important 
truths all year long!

PRESCHOOL SPLASH DAY
Saturday, Aug. 19, 10-11:30 a.m.

Parkway Heights Playground

Little ones (toddlers and preschoolers) are 
invited to attend our annual Preschool 

Splash Day. We’ll gather on the playground 
for snacks and some fun water play!

Don’t forget your swimsuit!

Vacation Bible School

LOFT Mission Trip
Our LOFT kids had a great weekend 
connecting to one another and 
serving our neighbors at Methodist 
Children’s Homes in Clinton in June.

LOFT mission team at Methodist Children’s 
Homes

Uprising to Resume 

On Sunday, Aug. 20, regular 
Uprising will resume for our 

LOFT kids (fifth and sixth grade 
students). Uprising takes place 

from 5:30 until 7 p.m. in Founders 
Hall each Sunday night.

Acolyte Training
Acolytes serve each week during the 
11 a.m. traditional worship service. In 
addition to lighting the altar candles 
and helping present our tithes and 
offerings to God, they serve as visual 
reminders that we are to carry the 
light of Christ as we depart from 
worship. 

On Sunday, Aug. 20, from 10-10:30 
a.m., we will hold an acolyte training 
in the Sanctuary for third-sixth graders 
wishing to serve as acolytes this year.

Parents’ Night Out
Parents’ Night Out will return 

from its summer hiatus on 
Friday, Sept. 8! The date is 

delayed one week because of 
the Labor Day weekend.



Mail Room
Dear Parkway Heights friends,

Summer has arrived at the Edwards Street Fellowship Center food pantry! We 
served over 1,400 households in the month of June and distributed more than 
220,000 pounds of food in the first half of 2017. It’s hard to imagine that much 
need right here in the Pine Belt. The thought of acquiring sufficient food for 
hungry neighbors can seem overwhelming, but we know God is faithful to pro-
vide exactly what is needed. We give thanks for your faithful commitment to our 
ministries throughout the year. Thanks to your generosity, we don’t worry about 
having to turn families and individuals away because our shelves are bare. Thank 
you for caring for struggling neighbors every month of the year!

Blessings, 
Ann McCullen
Director, Edwards Street Fellowship Center

On June 6, we welcomed 
Mary Alice Cascio into the 

Body of Christ with her
baptism. Mary Alice is the 
daughter of Amanda and

Jeremy Cascio and the little 
sister of Eliza.

Our Newest Blessing

Dear Parkway Heights United Methodist Church,

On behalf of myself and the entire FestivalSouth staff, thank you for being a gra-
cious host for our FestivalClassical events this year. Over the years, Parkway has 
begun to feel like home, and we know it offers a wonderful concert experience 
to both our performers and patrons. We truly appreciate your generosity.

Sincerely, 
Rachel Ciraldo
FestivalSouth

Prayer Concerns 

• Noelle Carter

• Faye Davidson

• Lorene Deen

• Charles Everitt

• Junior Freeman

• Floanne Kersh

• Frances McCrory

• Mary Frances Morris

• Landa Ryan

• Emily Shepard

• Janet Slay

• Rex Wiseman

There’s A Lot Going On!
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

• Aug. 2 - Stephen MiniStry info 
SeSSionS

• Aug. 3 - Woodley teAcher 
WelcoMe BreAkfASt

• Aug. 13 - SundAy School 
proMotion SundAy

• Aug. 13 - Blood drive

• Aug. 16 - MiSSionfeSt

• Aug. 17 - WeSley cluB

• Aug. 21-23 - Senior Adult vBS

• Aug. 23 - 2nd chAnce MS 
preSentAtion

• Aug. 30 - vAriety ShoW

• Sept. 6 - W@p SMAll groupS 
Begin

Sympathy to:
• Leisa Matulich on the death 

of her brother, Wallace E. 
Matulich

• Janan Clark on the death of 
her husband, Lester

• Frances Burris on the death of 
her husband, Bob 

• Mike Thompson on the death 
of his brother, Phil Thompson

• Frank McWhorter on the 
death of his mother

• the family of Buford Chapman
• Philip Smith on the death of 

his wife, Charla
• Dixie McDougald on the 

death of her husband, Bill



Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street

Hattiesburg, MS 39401-5911
parkwayheights.org

601.544.7873

Bruce Case, Lead Pastor 

Julie Collins, Executive Pastor 

Susan Eaton, Associate Pastor

David Sellers, Pastor, 
The Open Door Community

Wes Ingram, Youth & Family 

Lesley Ellison, Children & Family 

Wes Arrington, Outreach & Facilities

Sunday Gatherings
Worship: 8:30 & 11 a.m.

Fellowship: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

Wednesdays @ Parkway
Returning Aug. 30

Family Meal: 5:15 p.m.

The Open Door Community
2180 Oak Grove Road
Thursdays: 6:30 p.m.

Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street
Hattiesburg, MS 39401-5911

Our mission: To invite, connect, equip and send people for Christ

Like us on Facebook

Follow us on Twitter

Download our App

Find us on Instagram

PHUMC Finances 
 
June 2017 
Income                             $164,146 
Expenses                          $126,314 
Net                                       $37,832 
 
YTD Actual 
Income                             $765,690 
Expenses                          $740,046 
Net                                       $25,644 
 
YTD Comparison 
Budgeted Income          $800,500 
Actual Income                $765,690 
Budget Deficit                   $34,810


